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and gives Americans a standard deduc-
tion for health insurance costs; four,
protects Americans with preexisting
conditions by bolstering State-based
high-risk pools.

Mr. Speaker, health care decisions
should be made by doctors and pa-
tients, not Washington bureaucrats.
Quite frankly, Big Brother bureaucrats
have no business butting in and forcing
Americans to buy health insurance
Americans cannot afford or do not
want.

ObamacCare denies hardworking
American taxpayers their right—yes,
their right—to choose the health care
policy best tailored to their needs. Mr.
Speaker, ObamaCare should be re-
pealed, and America should debate
health care solutions based on truth,
not deception.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOLF) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Help us this day to draw closer to
You, so that with Your Spirit, and
aware of Your presence among us, we
may all face the tasks of this day.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House. Help them to think clearly,
speak confidently, and act coura-
geously in the belief that all noble
service is based upon patience, truth,
and love.

May they be great enough to be hum-
ble and good enough to keep their
faith, always regarding public office as
a sacred trust. Give them the courage
and the wisdom to fail not their fellow
citizens nor You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from the Northern Mariana
Islands (Mr. SABLAN) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. SABLAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

DELAYING A BROKEN PROMISE
ISN'T AN HONEST SOLUTION

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the panic
and frustration felt by millions of
American families is real. They all
heard the promise:

If you like the health care you have, you
can keep it.

And they believed it.

But families in my district are expe-
riencing something different: canceled
plans, premium hikes, and uncertainty.

Mark from Advance, North Carolina,
tells me:

Both my wife and I are over 60, retired, and
self-insured. We received letters notifying us
that our health insurance policies are being
canceled. The replacement policies cost more
than twice as much. If we accept the poli-
cies, we will be paying $798.20 per month for
msurance.

Same goes for John from Advance.
He writes:

My wife has had her premiums increase
from $200 to $600. We have had this plan for
6 years and thought we could keep our insur-
ance.

Mark and John were given a promise
by President Obama. Telling them to
wait 1 year before the promise is bro-
ken for good isn’t an honest solution.

————
CONGRATULATING PACIFICA IN-
SURANCE UNDERWRITERS ON

ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, 40 years
ago, Jose C. Tenorio, a visionary busi-
nessman of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, founded Pacifica Insurance Un-
derwriters.

1973 was an exciting time in our is-
lands. The Covenant was being nego-
tiated. Hotels, tourists, and investors
were starting to appear. Yet we were
still in our economic infancy. Insur-
ance was hard to obtain. Many did not
appreciate the value of insurance. It
took commitment and courage for the
late Mr. Tenorio and his partners to in-
vest in Pacifica.

Over 40 years, the business flour-
ished, and Pacifica has lived up to the
great responsibility of every insurer:
when the need arises, they have been
there for their customers. Pacifica has
also set an example of corporate re-
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sponsibility with contributions to wor-
thy causes and with the volunteer ac-
tivities of its employees throughout
our community.

We feel proud to witness a home-
grown company do well. So join me in
congratulating the owners and employ-
ees of Pacifica Insurance Underwriters
on their 40th anniversary.

———

WHO SHOULD BE FIRED FOR THIS
HEALTH CARE MESS?

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, last
week, I asked the question: What does
it take for someone to get fired by this
administration? We were faced with
the serial incompetence of the rollout
of the healthcare.gov Web site. Then,
late last week, someone was fired—not
for incompetence, but for daring to
criticize the administration.

District of Columbia Insurance Com-
missioner William White criticized the
President’s rule on allowing people to
keep their insurance. The next day,
Commissioner White was fired for
being public in his criticism of the ad-
ministration.

If the President is so eager to see
people lose their jobs over problems
with his health insurance takeover, I
have got some suggestions on where he
could start.

What about the Director of the Cen-
ter for Consumer Information and In-
surance Oversight? This was the indi-
vidual who was supposed to oversee the
building of the Web site, who in fact
misled congressional committees not
once, not twice, but three times over
the past year.

What about the Chief Information Of-
ficer of the Center for Medicare and
Medicaid Services?

Mr. President, what about the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services?

Instead of people losing their jobs for
simply disagreeing with the President,
we should be holding those people re-
sponsible whose overwhelming incom-
petence has caused these problems in
the first place.

———
MAKING PROGRESS EVERY DAY

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker,
Republicans just can’t take ‘“‘yes” for
an answer.

The President addressed the unin-
tended consequences caused more by
insurance companies than the Afford-
able Care Act, a law that has benefited
millions of people all across our coun-
try in Republican and Democratic dis-
tricts.

No one is happy about the problems
with the Web site, but I have been on
some other Web sites recently that
have been around a lot longer and run
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